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Rt'sponse to Office AcUon of A.pj:il 26, 2007 



Amendments to the Claims : 

J lu^, i.ib>ting ot ciaiius will replace all prior versicms, aad iisUngs, ot oiaiTriS in the 

application: 

lisllKg of Claima : 

1, (currently ameiided) In a wireless network sy,stcTn comprising at least one wireless 
access element for communication wi'th at least one remote client element, wherein the at 
least one \vireless access clement is operative lo transmil nci'^hbor ines^iigcs und ol hwA 
one central control element for controlling and managing wireless connections between 
access clu meisis and rcmoic clio.oi elein!.'nls, a method facilitating the initiali'/ation and 
configuration of an access element, comprising 

monitoring, at a wireless access element, for wireless neighbor messages from one 
oi mure neighboring vvirelesp access elemonls, the \^ire1ess neighbor messages idcnHtying 
ri corrcsponduig computer network address of at least one central control element; 

selecting a central control element identified in one or more detected wireless 
neighbor messages; 

transmitting, using a corresponding compttter network address, a request tv.> tiic 
selected central control element; aad 

associating ihe wirel»\sb derm ;it with th( seicited centra] control elcrs'seiit to 

cause th.e selecte».l i entral eonlrol eiement to manage wireless connections between the 
wirelesp access element and one or more remote client oicments- 

transn-ii tting ^vireless management message^ ii u-j d'or- Use o"e or rror; a ^^n^"^te 
client el ementR to the seloctod central control element tor processmg , yvher^ m the w ^ rek > 
m.ana gement messages re quest initiation of wireless connections between the w ireless 
access element a nd the respective one or more remote client elements; and 
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u:niH'.i npivvork {-'V'ik rorrf spond i ng to thf> w\ n'U's-- ginnecLioBS with the 
n-nx>j-(' cuv"t olcnuTiLs to Lhc selectc-d cent r a} oonfroj elei-iieni . 

2 ((.(r.'^ina)) '] 'ac- mctiiod of claim I further comprising exchanging configuration 
sntonuaLson wUh ib.v selected central control ekmeni 

3. (original) The n\oiiio<.i n/ cviiui I fiutlier comprisiag 

LTanymilliag dksccncry rcquubty over a wircil computer jiciwork; 
monitoring for discovery responses to the discovery requests, cadi discovery 
response identifying a central control element. 

4. (original) The method of claim 3 MierGiai ihe selecting step comprises selecting a 
central control element identified in a wireless neighbor message or a discoveij response, 

5. (original) The metiiod of claim 3 wherein liie selecting comprises selcctiug <i central 
control element Identified in a wireless neighbor inessage and a discovery response. 

6 (original) The method of claim 2 wherein tlie information inclndes the computer 
"ch,^ c^l .xU" e->s^'^ o' Jl(> conTt'l c )ui-ro] elements in an administrative group associated 
v\Kh the -ek\i-('d ceinal coji^^K>i element. 

7. (..u-uu ) I h( m thod .1 i m 6 fui i t ^ , . j ^ 

t tU i <U> t^cr.ag r^ic taJ arc of tiio soiectcd ccntta. (.oniiol «. t..'rr , n"^ 

selocimg a "second contra^ controT element from the admimstrative groiip, 
usmg the compnter petworl< address of the selecti'd second central contro' 
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element to exchange configuration information with the selected second control element. 

8. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein ihe exchanged laforniatioi^ allows for 
operation in ,m access point mode under Ihe control of llie selected central control element. 

9. (oT'iginal) The method of claim 8 further comprising operating in an access pcnnt mode 
Lmder control of the selected central control element. 

10. (ongmal) Ihe method of claim: 9 further compnsmg 

after do eci V (■"'shji t ih^ d tt^ v n'"i! torltf->l c!t men 

^ Ilv ng. ^ecv no a'lUi.iUoT^hoUlcmtnt fiom the fKimi ■'istirti\t gioiip 
i3i>mg the computer network addrcbs. of the selected becond centrol con hoi 
eJemcnt to exchange jnformahon -wnth the selected second conlroi clement 

i i (currently amended) In a wireless network system comprising at least one access 

i \vr\Qi f loi u>mT^anK.itK-)n oit least one rem'^^te client okvitCi^i ard at ea^t oiw central 
LO^U'il I <■ lAcr-' kA tontro hng ana managmg wireless connections be.w ccn a^.t.o.'j^j 
elemejits and remote client clcxnents, a method facilitating ^he initializaticni and 
ccsnftguratson ot an access element, comonsing 

detOv-ti-^g, at a wneless access element, at least one neij'^hlxif mj^ ^\ -xk. o^s .X) e=;-^ 
element; 

51 ir^aiivasl ^ le ir<-l«-s ne-s'v.Hon i ' 1 uNtuueiug ^ »{. 'i'* cles, 
acfos<; eicr^-^nt .he j least one nossage identifying a coirespondi -g compu'ei -et^^ oik 
address of atleast one central control element; 

belechrg a central coiitrol element identified m one oi more received wnoless 
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neighDor messages; 

i i-^i'^-i ' nsi. s on* purdxno compu e! network aaaiC>^, a \ M ) U o 
■-elrc ti d < cntraj control element over a ^vlred aiimptiter nehvork; a id 

If i^-"itTig m an access point mode under ront ol of the selected central control 

element 

wherean operating in an access pomt mode comprises 

.'<r-^ u^\^^ upIv.-.^ udrrg omerl ir^-? ^ai2,c- ^-ou^^cdiio \ Hi one nioto 
tu^ i<- u. t'jt'iuenL'? the selecu c cp'-'iral coaaol oioin cru to. p.o^^ osbin^. 
whercjn ihe wireloss managL.'nient messages requas. initaUon of X'Vifoles.s 
t^' r K heLv_ i^D_j?e n^'less access e ement and t^e respective one or more 
rem o te cli ent e lements; and 

tunneling network traffic corresponding to the wireless connections with the 
gemote client elements to the selected central control element . 

.1.2. (currently amended) The .method of claim 11 wherein the at least oiie wireless 
message is a neighbor message. 

1?. fs^nn-ontly amc ntled) The m.ethod of claim ] 1 further comprising 

e^t< -iiH'_^ -\ \\ (TOicss CO mt cLcn w lO^ a dt'U-cied neighboring wireless access 
e.emer.t lo receive the ai least one wireless message. 

\A (t ...icni \ an\eaded; ,\r appnrlus f')i ,Jts o 'nmunication widi at least one 
.^ju^tic clionL element and for communication with d central control element, comprising 

a wireless transmit/ receive unit for wirolcs'? com: mimi cation with at k'ast one 
remote client element; 
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^ i !■ I »'■< mlcrlace for communication with a central control element over a wired 

computer network; 

an access pomt module eonti'ollmg the wireless transmit/reeeive unit and the 
network MV.ef-,t;to, wln'it'Ki iix> .Ki'.'bSi pomt module i'. i.>'>ou\[nc U^- 

e^ta^^i^&h and. aiuuiitdin, in conjunction wit'T a manaf ing ceinral ct.»:-is.roi 
eiemen t wireless connections with remote ciient elements, 

tocou c co'll c^' ^nnn <.'ei{.tial control element; and 
a comiguration module operative to: 

monitor for wirelesb neighbor mebsage!> irom at least one neighboring 
vA ht'les^. .uot's^ ( L uKMt, Liu' v\u-^'t'N- neighbor messages identifying a corresponding 
ct^mputcf ^^ol'A o.k uddjcss oi ai least one central control clement; 

select a central control element; 

t- I -rti't i i ^, n;: j -.^c^ responding computer network address, a request to Oie 
selected central control element; and 

assodalc with the selected central control clement to caLisc the sclectiid 
. v:-tiA: outit. At^jjk > r-;an<.v;o i\ >!'eless connections betxveen the wireless access 
esomejii: and one or more remote client elements; 

transmit wireless management messages sourced from the one or m ore 
remote cl;-:n. elei'^enib lo lie LeJeaec_c e:i - '__iv) jj.^L Jeriei ii ioi p- o _!_•.>- kv^, 
where in the ^nreiess managemt-nr mes sa ges reguesf in ^ tianon or wire less 
connections between the wireless access element and the respective one or more 
remote client elemenrs; and 

tun nel network tiattu ol t[ie wiielesh„ctUkO,Q*^kOriS v\uh t he remote client 
elements to the selected central control element. 
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i ^ u if^>7i^'.]} nK"- 'jpp^irtUU'^ of f IMm 14 wluTcin the configuraboi-i laodiiio i-- iui ..-.ci 
op(^r.^ti\'e to exchange ronfignration information with the selected central control p]enii'nt 

10 (cngnuU) 1 AO .-ipparatus ot (.kim 14 \A'bcrein the contigmatjon modr o j'^ ft!rrli(>i 
operative to 

transmit discovery requests over a wired computer network; and 
iiio.u.Ci i<i ctscovci-y responses lo Ihc discover}" leqiJesti?, tach ^.iccu'^cxx -^ipu.isu 
identifying a certtral ccattrol element, 

1 ' fc 'i^'nai; 1 '--g apparatus of cJaim 16 wherein tbe f^outiguratiun n-iodr'o ks opcn^iive to 
bclect a central control element from the central control elements identliied in wirolefeb 
neighbor messages and discovery responses, 

18. (originai) The appara tu s of claim 14 wherein the access point module is operadve to 
turinel wir6less traffic associated with remote cUent dements t6 a ceittral cohtrol element. 

19, (original) The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the access point module is operative to 

switch to a neighbor message mode at periodic intervals to transmit neighbor 

messages^ 

receive neighbor messages from neighboiiBg wireless accesis devices^ and 
process received neighbor irvessages. 
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